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can be kept alive for months if care is taken to replenish the nu- 
trient solution and not to expose the young sporophyte too long 
to the dry atmosphere of the laboratory. 

These details of technique have been the gradual outgrowth of 
the writer's experiences with many cultures of fern prothallia of 
the various species of the Polypodiaceae. Especial emphasis is 
laid upon careful and painstaking attention to details, and it is 
only by experience that the value of so doing will be understood 
and appreciated. 

TWO NEW WEST INDIAN PLANTS 

By N. L. Britton. 

An Undescribed Stenophyllus from Jamaica 

The species of the sedge genus Stenophyllus hitherto known to 
inhabit Jamaica* are 5'. junciformis (H. B. K.) Britton, which 
has been collected in Clarendon and St. Andrew's, and S. capil- 
laris (L.) Britton, definite localities for which are at present 
unknown. 

To these, Mr. William Harris has recently added an unde- 
scribed one, growing on a damp rocky slope at Old England Falls 
at about iioo meters elevation in the Blue Mountains to be named 
and characterized as follows : 

Stenophyllus Harrisii sp. nov. 

Densely tufted, with short rootstocks. Culms weak, glabrous, 
about 6 dm. long and i mm. thick ; leaves reduced to basal sheaths 
bearing ciliate blades 3 cm. long or less; spikelet solitary, about 8 
mm. long, subtended by one or two appressed bracts 5-6 mm. 
long ; scales few, ovate to ovate-oblong ; style-branches 3 ; achene 
obovoid, trigonous, about 0.7 mm. long, its broad top bearing a 
minute black tubercle. 

Old England Falls, Jamaica (Harris 12908, type; 12890). In 
12890 most of the spikelets are transformed into tufts of short 
linear leaves. 

* Bull. Torrey Club 43 : 447. 
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An Undescrib£d Croton from the Virgin Islands 

Croton Fishlockii Britton, sp. nov. 

A low, much-branched shrub, the young twigs sparingly long- 
pilose, with very short internodes. Leaves broadly elliptic to 
suborbicular, rather thin, 6-22 mm. long, 5-15 mm. wide, rounded 
or (Obtuse at both ends, pinnately few-veined, sparingly long- 
pilose and with rather copious black stellate hairs, the long-pilose 
petioles 2-8 mm. long ; flowers few, in ^mall terminal clusters, 'or 
solitary. Staminate flowers : sepals ovate to elliptic-ovate, 2.8-3 
mm. long, 1.8-2 mm. broad, stellate-pubescent on the back; petals 
obovate to broadly obovate, 3 mm. long, 2-2.2 mm. broad, villous 
within ; stamens 12, the filaments villous near the base. 

Top of the mountain in Virgin Gorda, Virgin Islands, at about 
425 meters altitude {W. C. Fishlock, No. 311, May 9, 1919). 

A very interesting distinct species, related to Croton lucidus 
L. I take pleasure in dedicating it to Mr. Fishlock,. who has been 
in charge of the Botanical Station at Roadtown, Tortola, for a 
series of years, and who has made extensive collections of the 
Virgin Island flora, adding greatly to our knowledge of the distri- 
bution of species of Tortola, Virgin Gorda and Anegada. Croton 
lucidus L., apparently its nearest relative, has not been found in 
the Virgin Islands. 

REVIEWS 

Hltcbcock'i Qenera ot QraMci of the United States* 

At the present low ebb of systematic botany, due largely to the 
deplorable schism over the question of nomenclatorial rules, the 
appearance of a work of such scope from the pen of our leading 
agrostologist is of capital importance to every student' of the 
grasses. Sufficient time has elapsed since the publication of 
Scribner's American Grasses in 1900! to make a new exposition 
of grass-genera extremely desirable. Many of the views set 
forth in the present volume were foreshadowed in the author's 

* Hitchcock, A. S., The Genera of Grasses of the United States, with special 
reference to the economic species. U. S. Dept. of Agric. Bull. No. 772 : Wash- 
ington, Govt. Printing Office, March 20, 1920. Pp. 1-307; 174 figs., 20 plates. 
Price .40. 

t U. S. Dept. Agr. Div. Agrost. Bull. 20. 



